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SUBJECT: PRIEST SEES REGIONAL PLOT AGAINST CHURCH 

1. LATHER MIGAEL CHAVERRY, COSTA RICAN BORN PUBLIC RELATIONS 
DIRECTOR OE MANAGUA ARCHBISHOPRIC, TOLD POLOEE A FEW DAYS AGO 
THAT CENTRAL AMERICAN CHURCH HIERARCHIES WERE VERY UPSET 
ABOUT RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN THE 
REGION. CHAVERRY SAID THAT THE PROBLEM IN HONDURAS WAS MOST 
SERIOUS EXAMPLE, BUT TORTURE OE PRIEST IN EL SALVADOR, AND 
HARASSMENT IN GUATEMALA (EURTHER UNSPECIEIED) SEEMED TO 

BE BUILDING UP TO A PATTERN OE MILITARY LED GOVERNMENTS PER- 
SECUTING SOCIAL-MINDED PRIESTS. HE ALSO DECLARED THAT THE VARIOUS 
CENTRAL AMERICAN HIERARCHIES WERE SUSPICIOUS THAT THE MORE 
AGGRESSIVE POLICY HAD BEEN COORDINATED AT THE LAST MEETING OE THE 
CENTRAL AMERICAN DEFENSE COUNCIL (CONDECA) IN MANAGUA LAST MARCH. 
HE CLAIMED THAT THE LIVE CHURCHES WERE DISCUSSING ISSUING A JOINT 
STATEMENT CONDEMNING THESE POLICIES AND THE MENTALITY BEHIND THEM. 

2. CHAVERRY CRITICIZED MSGR. GABRIEL MONTALVO, PAPAL NUNCIO TO 
HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA, AS HAVING POOR RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE 
NATIVE CLERGIES AND FOR BEING OVERLY SYMPATHETIC TO RIGHT- 

WING GOVERNMENTS. CHURCH OEEICIALS IN THE TWO COUNTRIES PREEERRED 
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THROUGH THE NUNCIO. 

3. CHAVERRY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE STATE-CHURCH SITUATION IN 
NICARAGUA DID NOT SEEM TO REFLECT THE GENERAL CENTRAL AMERICAN 
PATTERN. IN FACT, HE REVEALED THE ARCHBISHOP HAD MET WITH 
PRESIDENT SOMOZA FOR I 1/2 HOURS ON JUNE 25- THE EIRST TIME SINCE 
THE DEC 27 LOS ROBLES INCIDENT, AND THE ARCHBISHOP HAD BREN 
ENCOURAGED TO BELIEVE THAT THE GON MIGHT ASSIST THE CHURCH, 

ALBEIT INDIRECTLY, IN THE REBUILDING OF CHURCHES IN MANAGUA. 

4. COMMENT: CHAVERRY IS CONSIDERED SOMETHING OF A CONSERVATIVE 
WITHIN THE MANAGUA CURIA AND HIS COMMENTS PROBABLY REELECT MUCH 
MORE INTENSE FEELINGS BY THE HIERARCHY IN GENERAL. 

SHELTON 
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